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_ v/ASHiNcroN w ‘"^DD/C&T# 

^'cvernber 14, 3.9/3 


CONFIDENTIAL — CDS 


MEMOR.A?,’DD*M FOR 


THE DI'RECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


SUBJECT: 


F3IS Co V s IT dC 6 Oo- Sou Lb /^sia. 


In examining ox-erfc inbelli: 
Central Asia I have been s 
of the politically relevare 
this part of the v;orlc.. I 
ago developed a plan for a 
help remedy this gap, focu- 
Afghanistan and Iran and cr 
told that FBIS's plans hav 
the earliest- • This seems 


rence reporting on South Asia and 
rucJc by the thinness of coverage 
. outout of radio and press from 
understand that FBIS some time 
South Asian bureau v;hich could 
ing on the Indian subcontinent, - 
Soviet Central Asia. But I am • 
en postponed until FY 1981 at 
o .me to be a mistake. 


r\i2k 


The current crisis i.n Iran con.fronLs us v^ith the need to do 
^ _ .r. -jr-.eo x.ib^-st T s happening 

in this v;hcle area. Sysne.m.atic exploitation of local— 
.language broadcasts and newspapers in Soviet Cein-raD. Asia 
might provide a better idea of Soviet capabilities and 
intentions tov/ard Iran and .Afhanistan, e.g. Rather than puc. 
off expansion of FBIS capabilities in this critical^region, 
v/e should accelerate planning, find personnel^with the _ ^ 
needed languag'e and ancilytical skills and shii-t j.unds, 
necessary, to enable serious field surveys to begin ii^medi— 
ately. The total cost for this kind of effort is small 
compared to the investment _ required for more sensitive- 
technical collection capabilities. 

Please reviev/ plans for development ox this aspect of ovett 
collection and advise me by 30 November how they can be 
accelerated- 


#* 






j?. 


rONF ID.ENTIAL 


Zbigniew Er^ezinski 


.. AV/, j 


r'.ry fr'inr'i it-: i : 
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SKCRET 


WAS M I ; : t o n 

Apr.il 2, 19 7 9 


M CHORA N RUM FOR: 
SUBJliCT: 


THE DIREC7.'0R OF CENTRAI, l?Ei'i:LT,lG]';NCE 

Augment:! iKj r'Cifi's South Asic-tn 
Capabilities (U) 


I have noted your mernorandu:-’. of 2.1 Ma.rch 197 9 on this 
subject. While proposing, an Fi'HS bureau in Pakista.a is . 
undesirable ivhan we ciro pursuing the possibility' o.f a 
fallback position for the lost Iranian sites, it does not 
seem to me th.at the two op-era ti.ons necessarily conflict. If 
the Pfikistanis should pirove cooperative on high.ly .sensitive 
technical capabilities, I shou.ld think there might also be a 
fair cliance that they might also agree to tl-e much less 
politically sen.s.itivs establishment of overt monit03::in.g 
capabilities, I recoraruend you at least keep this possibility 
open . ( S ) 


take iit least t.orr!po.ta.ry raca cures 


-O 


311 


Meani'/hile , I urge you to 

improve monitoring from the v/holc South' ^tnd Cort'lrai 
area. The. value, of having thi ; 

as rapidly- as possible is even more obvious than, i/t v;a.s v;hen 
I sent you ray memorandum of 14 November 1978. -Instability 
and political ferr-ent have • meanwhile increased throughout 
the 'vdiolo are.a, notably in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan and in, respect to the Kurdish issue whiej 
'to affect countr4t-;s such as Tu.rkey and Ii-aq. We a . o continue 
to need more ti-fiely coverage of broadcasts from th-o? Soviet 
Caucasus and Cent.ral Asia and from the Soviet.--Chineso border 
area. (S) 


but 


,lso in 


Please report by 1 May 187 9 all measures you a.re able to 
take to .improve FBIS coverage of all these ta.rgets. (C) 



cc: Sec of State 


Zbigniew Brzeoinsjki 


SEOTCT 

Roviev; on 2 6 Ma.rch 198 3 



Approved For Release 2009/04/20 : CIA-RDP83-00714R0001 00040007-5 



NSC-1826 


Approved For Release 2009/04/20 : CIA-RDP83-00714R0001 00040007-5 

i w i 


SECRET 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
\A/ASH I NGTON 


Executiv* Bd0uti/ 




T 


April 2 , 1979 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

SUBJECT: Augmenting FBIS's South Asian 

Capabilities (U) 


I have noted your memorandum of 21 March 1979 on this 
subject. While proposing an FBIS bureau in Pakistan is 
undesirable when we are pursuing the possibility of a 
fallback position for the lost Iranian sites, it does not 
seem to me that the two operations necessarily conflict. If 
the Pakistanis should prove cooperative on highly sensitive 
technical capabilities, I should think there might also be a 
fair chance that they might also agree to the much less 
politically sensitive establishment of overt monitoring 
capabilities. I recommend you at least keep this possibility 
open. (S) 

Meanwhile, I urge you to take at least temporary measures to 
improve monitoring from the whole South and Central Asian 
area. The value of having this overtly obtainable information 
as rapidly as possible is even more obvious than it was when 
I sent you my memorandum of 14 November 1978. Instability 
and political ferment have meanwhile increased throughout 
the whole area, notably in Afghanistan and Iran, but also in 
Pakistan and in re;spect to the Kurdish issue which may come 
to affect countries such as Turkey and Iraq. We also continue 
to need more timely coverage of broadcasts from the Soviet 
Caucasus and Central Asia and from the Soviet-Chinese border 
area. (S) 

Please report by 1 May 1979 all measures you are able to 
take to improve FBIS coverage of all these targets. (C) 


Zbigniew Brzezinski 

cc: Sec of State 


SECRET 

Review on 26 March 1983 
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